Blue Heron Learning Society Fall 2025 Newsletter

It’s been an exciting year for BHLS on Gabriola Island! We encourage you to take part in our learning
journey of understanding, mitigating and adapting to climate change.

Using a donation received, a new biochar burning kiln was acquired from Brian Smallshaw, a Salt Spring
Island-based biochar expert and kiln designer who works with Transition Saltspring. Creating biochar
with a specific type of burn technique captures carbon as well as produces an amazing soil amendment.
BHLS put on two burn workshops with a total of about 20 people attending, led by Robbie Huston.
Gabriolans who have taken a workshop can borrow the kiln to do burns with their own woody and
organic debris and make biochar for their gardens. Three groups borrowed the kiln before the summer
fire ban. Upcoming fall workshops will happen when Gabriola Fire Department burn permits are next
available. Please see the BHLS website for details on the biochar initiative.

Events and Courses

This summer, the Winter Gardening Meetup was started by Mary Wilson. This
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any extra winter starts, or seeds to share, please feel free to bring them along.

A course is being offered in October called Understanding Gabriola’s Changing Climate, facilitated by
Steven Earle. How hot and dry is Gabriola going to get and how will we be affected? Using 80 years of
data from Environment Canada weather stations, well records, and tide gauges, we will explore how
the climate of the Gabriola region has changed over the past 80 years and extrapolate to how it will
likely change in the future. There will be discussion of the implications for both human and natural life
on Gabriola in the coming decades, and what can be done to prepare for the expected changes.

The course includes three 90-minute sessions on consecutive Monday afternoons (2 pm) starting
October 20th. The $25 fee will cover course materials and refreshments. Limited to 12 participants.
Go to the BHLS website or email info@blueheronlearning.ca to register.

Blue Heron Learning Society is a registered charity and volunteer-run organisation. We welcome all
Gabriolans to participate in these opportunities to learn, volunteer, and do citizen science!

Prepared by Kim Feltham, communications.
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